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1 . Claims 1-1 1 are pending in this application. 
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2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 7 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. A computer program product defined as computer 
instructions only is non-statutory. The computer program product should include a computer 
readable medium with the instructions therein in order for the subject matter to be statutory. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Spencer et al. 
(US 6,633,907), hereinafter "Spencer.. 



6. As to claim 1, Spencer discloses the invention as claimed including a web service 
provisioning system for provisioning at least one web service (abstract), the provisioning system 
comprising: a) a subscription system (202, Fig. 2) including: web service description data 
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storage for storing web service description data correlated to the at least one web service (col. 

1, lines 61-64, and col. 3, lines 55-57), and provisioning processes data storage for storing 
provisioning processes data correlated to the at least one web service (col. 2, lines 25-28); and 
b) an invocation system operatively coupled to the subscription system (col. 2, lines 20-24). 

7. As to claim 8, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. In addition, 
Spencer discloses a method of provisioning at least one web service (abstract), the method 
comprising the following steps: providing user profile data (col. 1, lines 61-64; and col. 3, lines 
55-58); providing web service description data correlated to the at least one web service (col. 2, 
lines 6-8); providing provisioning processes data correlated to the at least one web service (col. 

2, lines 10-12); selecting at least one web service and invoking the provisioning processes data 
correlated to the selected at least one web service (col. 2, lines 6-11, 21-24). 

8. As to claim 2, Spencer discloses a service catalog system configured to select at least 
one web service (col. 7, lines 52-54). 

9. AS to claim 3, Spencer discloses the service catalog system is further configured to 
determine user profile data (col. 7, lines 59-62). 

1 0. As to claim 4, Spencer discloses a workflow execution engine configured to receive 
user profile data and provisioning processes data, and wherein the workflow engine is 
configured to invoke provisioning processes data (Master Object 208, Fig. 2). 
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11. As to claims 5 and 9, Spencer discloses the provisioning processes data comprises at 
least one node, wherein each node comprises web service invocation data correlated to 
invoking a provisioning web service (SCO, 212, 214, 216, Fig. 2). 

12. As to claims 1 and 1 1 , a computer program product having instructions for directing a 
computer processing system to implement the provisioning system of claim 1 and the method of 
claim 8 is inherent in Spencer's disclosure. 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Spenser in view of Applicant Admitted Prior Art, hereafter "AAPA". 

15. As to claims 6 and 10, Spencer does not specifically disclose the provisioning 
processes data comprises WSFL data. However, the standard Web Services Flow Language 
(WSFL) is well known in the art as indicated by AAPA (Spec, lines 25-27), and It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to use it in order to support the 
composition of web services into business process models. 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. . 
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Chen et al. (US 2004/0034540) ; Hite et al. (US 2003/0036917) ; Atwal et al. (US 
2003/0061404); Westerinen et al. (US 2003/0041131); Shay et al. (US 2002/0194045); Mahajan 
(US 2003/0210657); Fletcher et al. (US 2003/0135628); Schaeck et al. (US 2003/0163513); 
Mulligan (US 2003/0084177); Robb et al. (US 2003/0120502); and Mulligan et al. (US 
2003/0105864). 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Nabil M. El-Hady whose telephone number is (571) 272-3963. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571 ) 272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




